
Grimmuseum is happy to present the first 
Laura Gianetti solo show in Berlin as the 
third exhibition of the Grim Solo program, 
devoted to young and emerging artists still 
unknown to the wider Berlin public.

“Hidden Leaves in My Mind” consist of 
a new in progress drawing-project that 
will be put in dialogue with a selection of 
Gianetti´s latest works, outlining some 
of the topics Laura approached since she 
moved to Berlin. 

The artist’s studio is not necessarily the 
main place for the production of an artwork 
anymore. Artists are working more and more 
into the public space, but sometimes a work 
can unexpectedly come to the light between 
the long waits and the void gaps of a second 
job. This latter can provide for financial 
safety, allowing the development of an art 
career, but it can be frustrating, taking out 
time and energies. Laura’s experience with 
this kind of double life, between the willing 
to follow her own research – mainly through 
photography and painting – and an aseptic 
call center, has given birth to a drawing 
series. Everything that was available were 
just a pen and a sheet of paper, but thanks 
to the huge amount of time spent while 
waiting for a call they turned into the best 
instruments to draw sequences of accurate 
and surreal visions, distorted bodies, 
growing plants and an haunting invasion of 
leaves. It’s well known that the leaf is the 

most important organ in plants life: it allows 
photosyntesis, respiration, transpiration, 
guttation. A fully artificial place such as 
a call center lacks of any natural light or 
fresh air, so being unsuitable for leaves 
as well as for living beings. On the other 
hand, the leaves come back to the paper 
both as a sign of the willing to escape and 
as a relieving iterative gesture: expression 
of a mood and cathartic ritual. “This Was 
Supposed To Be the Future” is a painting 
series on jute portraying six animals – a 
sheep, a monkey, a cavy, a rooster, a living 
pig and a dead one – which was carried and 
positioned in different areas inside a snowy 
park – the Volkspark Hasenheide - during a 
performance in 2010. We can picture Laura 
shifting in few hours from one of the highest 
expressions of artificial life to a natural open 
space where she placed her “animals”, as 
if it was the only spot in which they should 
actually live. In spite of the large gap in size 
– from an A4 format to a large canvas – the 
amount of working hours on one drawing 
and on a painting is almost identical. The 
only differences are the location of work 
and the state of mind. Establishing a 
photographic comparison between negative 
and positive, the monochrome drawings 
from the “darkroom” of a call center hide 
energetic paintings and reinvigorating 
walks. Presenting together two opposite 
poles of her experience is a way for Laura to 
close the circle, but it also witnesses to the 
fact that a chance to create is often hidden 

in unpredictable places and states that are 
recognized cliché of creative castration.
www.lauragianetti.com
 
Laura Gianetti (1980, Livorno) lives and 
works between Berlin and Italy. She 
graduated at the Fine Arts Academy 
of Rome in painting and photography 
and has worked as assistant for Paolo 
W. Tamburella. Some of her works are 
published on magazines, books, cd, vynil 
and videos. She is currently working as 
photoreporter for art events and venues in 
Berlin. Latest solo exhibitions: “You can find 
me if you want me in the garden”, Prodezze 
Fuori Area, Rome, 2011; “Corpographie”, 
Casale della Cervelletta, Rome, 2008. Main 
group exhibitions: “Biennale Internazionale 
di Pittura, Scultura e Grafica”, Castello 
Carlo V, Lecce, 2010; “Lib(e)ro d’arte”, 
Museo Hendrick C. Andersen (Galleria 
Nazionale d’Arte Moderna), Rome, 2008; 
“Premio Sinestesie”, Museo Michetti, 
Chieti, 2008; “Primaverile Romana”, 
Galleria il Saggiatore, Rome, 2008; 
“Premio Nazionale delle Arti”, Galleria 
d’Arte Moderna alle Ciminiere, Catania, 
2008; “5° Premio Internazionale Biennale 
d’Incisione”, Pistoia, 2007.
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